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IMPACT AREA, KAMCHATKA PENINSULA, USSR

The Kamchatka Peninsula impact area (Figure 1), a
barren and hilly reglon with clevations ranglng from 200
to BOO feet above sca level, contains 80 craters/earth
depressions and has seven Instrumentation sites in fis
v[cmiw. This xepér[,loc-.ucs the craters/earth depres-
stons, discusses their relatlve age and slze, and consld-
crs the dircct lne-of-slght possibilities from the instru- .
mentatton sites to the impact area (Figure 2).
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Craters/Earth Depressions

‘Clustered around the center of the Impact area, 3
nautlcal miles south-southwest of Uka Airficld ar57-22-30N
161-43-00, are #0 craters/earth depressions which were

sidered to be probable craters, do not permit further anal-
ysls because of photographic limitatlons,

Table 1. Conparative Age of Craters
(umbers are keged to Fiires 3 - 7)
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11, Ih, 2, 20, 27,
0, 8, 41,43, 14

observed on photography of
(Figures 3 - 7). Forty-four of these can be Identified as
craters, the comparative ages and sizes of which are given
in Tables 1 and 2, These listings Indicate that the majority
of the large- and medium-sized craters are of a recent
+ age, while almost ail of the old and less recent craters are
small In size, The remaining 36 depressions, although con-
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Table 2. Comparative Siz
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Initial photographic coverage of the impact areaoccur- *

red in at which time no
craters or carth depresslons appeared to be present. al-
though snow caver precluded detatled analysis; traces of a
small sod landing strip were noted, The first crater was
observed In the area on photography of

of the larger craters were noted in

, although snow cover again

*Although the Kanchatka Peninegla i+ voleanically active, the Jasi eruy
tion huving sufficient (o (o hurk large quantities of dolbris isto the in-
pact area took plaeo in 1050,
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precluded detailed analysis. Available photography docs

not permit a mare specific chirnalogical evaluition.

Line-of-Sight From Instrumentation Sites

Of the seven instrumentation sites referenced in
NPIC/R-215/64, 1/ Sites B, C, F, and G appear to have
direct line-of-sight fo the impact ared, as indicated by the
graphical representation of topography shawn in Figure 2,
Sites  and-G, previously.reparted as probablehéciuse of
show cover, now appear as confirmed instrumentation sites,
No new siteé or ather types of equipment were observed in v

or near the impact arca,
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FIGURE 3. IPACT AREAI OVERALL VIEW,
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NPIC/R-850/64

FIGURE 4. INPACT AREA: NORTHWEST SECTION (CRATERS 1 T0 181,
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FIGURE b, (HPACT ARI
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ST SECTION (CRATERS 32 70 1.

FIGURE 7. INPACT AREAI SOUTHEA
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